
 
Decompanionator MODULE 

 
October 7, 1999 

 
 

SWSS Project 
USER REQUIREMENTS 



SWSS Project  October 7, 1999 
User Requirements 

Decompanionator Module 

File: Decompanion User Requirements.doc i 
Printed: 3/9/2010 5:13:00 PM 

Table of Contents 
1 INTRODUCTION....................................................................................................1 

1.1 Purpose ..........................................................................................................1 
1.2 Target Audience ..............................................................................................1 

2 MODULE NARRATIVE ...........................................................................................2 
3 NAVIGATION FLOW ..............................................................................................3 

3.1 Screen Interaction...........................................................................................3 
3.2 System Flow ...................................................................................................3 

4 REQUIREMENTS LIST...........................................................................................4 
4.1 Screen, Data, Out-of-Module, Output, Module and Miscellaneous Requirements
 4 

5 EXAMPLE OUTPUT ...............................................................................................7 
6 DATA ELEMENT DESCRIPTIONS...........................................................................8 
7 HELP MESSAGES .................................................................................................9 

7.1 SCREEN (Section or Module level.  Offers an entry point to the big help file.) ....9 
7.2 CONTEXT-SENSITIVE (“F1”, aka “detail”) ........................................................9 
7.3 STATUS PANEL MESSAGES (formerly known as “Field Level” and “Baby” before 
that.) 9 

8 MODULE DEPENDENCIES..................................................................................10 
9 SCENARIOS........................................................................................................11 
10 TEST PLANS ....................................................................................................12 
11 Source Material................................................................................................13 

11.1 Original Requirement ....................................................................................13 
11.2 Memos and E-Mails .......................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 
11.3 Test Plans.......................................................................................................1 
  

12 outstanding issues .............................................................................................2 
12.1 The following items require a decision or some direction from Policy staff: ........2 

13 AttachmentS......................................................................................................3 
13.1 A: List of SWSS Module Prefixes ......................................................................3 

 
 



SWSS Project  October 7, 1999 
User Requirements 

Decompanionator Module 

“We Strengthen Individuals and Families Through Mutual Respect and Mutual Responsibility.” 

1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Purpose 

Companion groups are an important part of SWSS foster care cases.  However, the 
groups must be separated when individuals in the group go into adoption at different 
times, or if they leave the foster care program for any reason.  The Decompanionator is 
a utility to separate companion groups, creating copies of the other members in the 
group so that no data is lost. 
 

1.2 Target Audience 

The following personnel may also be interested: 

• SWSS Users 

• CFS Policy Staff 

• Advance Users 
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2 MODULE NARRATIVE 
The user needs to select a case from a list of their active cases.  Because a user may 
have several load numbers, a load number must be selected first.  Supervisors will have 
the option of choosing the load number assigned to any user who they supervise. 
 
The companion group for a selected case is displayed.  The user may then select 
companions from the group and split those selected into a new group.  The new group 
may be a single child or several from the previous group.  The only restriction is that 
one of the original companions must remain in the original group. 
 
Split companions can be reassembled into a single companion group only if all of their 
cases are unregistered. 



SWSS Project  October 7, 1999 
User Requirements 

Decompanionator Module 

“We Strengthen Individuals and Families Through Mutual Respect and Mutual Responsibility.” 

3 NAVIGATION FLOW 
3.1 Screen Interaction 

The initial screen displays a list of load numbers accessible to the user (either their own 
load numbers, or the load numbers assigned to users in their unit) and a list of active 
cases for the currently selected load number.  Selecting one of the active cases displays 
a screen that displays the companions in the group for that selected case. 
 

3.2 System Flow 

The Decompanionator is accessed through the Utilities module.  It does not utilize the 
currently selected case log number from the Main Menu; rather, it allows the user to 
select any active case currently assigned to them or to any user in the unit if the user is 
a supervisor. 
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4 REQUIREMENTS LIST 
The comprehensive (we hope) list of requirements derived from the original 
requirements, ensuing memos, emails, and test plan documentation. 
 

4.1 Screen, Data, Out-of-Module, Output, Module and Miscellaneous 
Requirements 

The following requirements were derived from the original requirements documents 
written by policy staff for the SWSS project.  Any ensuing memos, emails, or test plans 
regarding the project were also searched.  It is intended to be a comprehensive list of all 
requirements pertaining to the Decompanionator module.  Each individual requirement 
has a unique identifier; the two letter prefix identifies this particular module (DE = 
decompanionator). 
 
The list is to be used in a Requirements Traceability Matrix, which will be comprised of 
all the requirements for all the SWSS modules, so that the status of each requirement 
can be tracked and verified. 

DE-1 SCREEN REQUIREMENTS:  

DE-1.1 There must be a screen showing the user’s case listing. 

DE-1.1.1 The case listing screen must have the following elements: 

DE-1.1.1.1 There must be a mechanism for selecting a Foster Care or Adoption load 
number currently assigned to the user or, if the user is a supervisor, one 
of the load numbers assigned to a worker in the supervisor’s unit. 

DE-1.1.1.2 There must be a mechanism for selecting an active case from the list of 
cases assigned to the currently selected load number. 

DE-1.1.1.3 The case listing must display the following elements about each case: 

DE-1.1.1.3.1 Case name 

DE-1.1.1.3.2 Legal Status code 

DE-1.1.1.3.3 Log Id 

DE-1.1.1.3.4 Companion/Individual case indicator 

DE-1.1.2 There must be a mechanism available to Foster Care and Adoption cases 
to link the currently selected case to other active Foster Care or Adoption 
cases. 

DE-1.2 There must be a companion group detail screen to display all the 
companions in the group of the currently selected case 

DE-1.2.1 The companion group detail screen must display the following elements 
about the companions in the group: 

DE-1.2.1.1 Case name 
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DE-1.2.1.2 Legal Status code 

DE-1.2.1.3 Log Id  

DE-1.2.1.4 Case State (Unregistered, registered, etc.) 

DE-1.2.1.5 Program Code (CFC, ADPT) 

DE-1.2.1.6 Case Load Number 

DE-1.2.2 There must be a mechanism for selecting members of the group to 
remove them from the current group. 

DE-1.2.3 There must be a mechanism for accepting the newly created group as 
displayed; i.e., performing the split operation, sans bowling metaphor. 

DE-1.2.4 There must be a mechanism for canceling the operation without 
changing the companion group. 

DE-1.3 There must be a screen to enable the user to link a Foster Care or 
Adoption case with other Foster Care and Adoption cases in the state. 

DE-1.3.1 The Link Case Screen must have the following components: 

DE-1.3.2 There must be a mechanism for the user to select an active load number 
from the state. 

DE-1.3.2.1 The load number mechanism must include all active load numbers in the 
state that can work with either the Foster Care or Adoption programs. 

DE-1.3.2.2 The load number mechanism must display the load number, the worker 
name associated with the load number, and the program associated with 
the load number. 

DE-1.3.2.3 The load number mechanism must enable type-ahead scrolling so that 
as the user types in a partial load number the mechanism searches the 
list for a match. 

DE-1.3.3 There must be a mechanism to display the current, active case load 
associated with the load number selected. 

DE-1.3.3.1 The Case Load mechanism must display the following data elements: 

DE-1.3.3.1.1 Log ID 

DE-1.3.3.1.2 Case Name 

DE-1.3.3.1.3 Legal Status Code 

DE-1.3.4 There must be a mechanism to display a list of the cases currently linked 
to the case being registered. 

DE-1.3.4.1 The Current Links mechanism must display the following data elements: 
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DE-1.3.4.1.1 Case County 

DE-1.3.4.1.2 Log ID 

DE-1.3.4.1.3 Case Name 

DE-1.3.4.1.4 Program Code 

DE-1.3.4.1.5 Legal Status Code 

DE-1.3.4.1.6 SWSS Case State (unregistered, registered, etc.) 

DE-1.3.4.1.7 Link Type 

DE-1.3.5 There must be a mechanism to add a link to a case selected in the 
current case load list to the case highlighted on the Manage Related 
Cases screen. 

DE-1.3.6 There must be a mechanism to delete the link to a case selected in the 
current links list. 

DE-1.3.7 There must be a mechanism to cancel any changes made and return to 
the Manage Related Cases screen 

DE-1.3.8 There must be a mechanism to save the changes made before returning 
to the Manage Related Cases screen 

DE-2 DATA EDITING REQUIREMENTS: 

DE-2.1 Only a user with supervisory status can decompanionate a sibling group.  
Other uses have view only capability. 

DE-3 OUT-OF-MODULE REQUIREMENTS: 

DE-4 MODULE REQUIREMENTS: 

DE-4.1 The newly created companion group must have a copy of all the data 
regarding any members of the former companion group that are not 
included in the new group. 

DE-4.2 The former companion group must have a copy of all the data regarding 
any members of the newly created companion group. 

DE-4.3 If the user performs an action upon the database after the database has 
timed the user out, SWSS must automatically reconnect to the database 
and continue working. 

DE-4.4 Central Office users (county 84) need inquiry access for case information.   

DE-5 OUTPUT REQUIREMENTS: 

DE-6 MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS: 
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5 EXAMPLE OUTPUT 
There are no forms or output reports for this module. 
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6 DATA ELEMENT DESCRIPTIONS 
There is no data entered in this modules.  It is a utility that manipulates existing data. 
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7 HELP MESSAGES 
There are to be three levels of help available: Screen, which describes how the process 
for the current module is supposed to work, Context-Sensitive, which describes a 
particular data field on the screen, and Status Panel, which offer hints about the field 
or command button with the current focus. 
 

7.1 SCREEN (Section or Module level.  Offers an entry point to the big 
help file.) 

 

7.2 CONTEXT-SENSITIVE (“F1”, aka “detail”) 

 

7.3 STATUS PANEL MESSAGES (formerly known as “Field Level” and 
“Baby” before that.) 

Module: DeCompanionation 
 (Split Companion Group) 
Copy> Select to move case to new group  
<Remove Select to remove case from new group 
Cancel Select to go back without saving changes 
Continue Select to continue 
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8 MODULE DEPENDENCIES 
This module has no dependencies on other modules, except that it is started by the 
Utilities module. 



SWSS Project  October 7, 1999 
User Requirements 

Decompanionator Module 

“We Strengthen Individuals and Families Through Mutual Respect and Mutual Responsibility.” 

9 SCENARIOS 
The requirements scenarios that call for data entered by this module.  This is just a 
cross reference into the  
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10 TEST PLANS 
The updated test plans written by the Program Office and/or the developer to verify the 
correctness of the finished application. 
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11 SOURCE MATERIAL 
The following items are included for historical purposes only.  The current requirements 
were derived from this source material, and are, in places, out of date, incorrect, or 
conflicting. 
 

11.1 Original Requirement 

There were no original requirements that documented the need for this utility. 
 

11.2 Memos and E-Mails  

There probably is an email, but I don’t have a copy of it. 
 
 

      
      
      

      

S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N 

FAMILY INDEPENDENCE AGENCY 
      

 
 

             

     
  

  MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To:  Sue London, Director   Date:  November 12, 1999 

  SWSS Project       

              

         

From:  Mary Ann Jensen, Consultant       

  SWSS Policy       

  Child and Family Services Adminstration       

              

                 

         

Subject:  Decompanionator Module Documentation  
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We have carefully reviewed the October 7, 1999 User Requirements document on the 
Decompanionator Module (printed ??, 1999) and have the following clarifications: 
 
1. Page 2, Module Narrative:  The last paragraph should be deleted as the statement is 

not true. 
 
Please let me know if you need additional information. 
 
 
 
cc:  Carol Kraklan 
       Sue Doby 
       Phil Rock 
       Nancy Presocki 
 
 
 

 
      
      

  

      

S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N 

FAMILY INDEPENDENCE AGENCY 
      

 
 

             

     
  

  MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To:  Nancy Presocki, Manager   Date:  July 6, 1999 

  SWSS Development Team       

              

         

From:  Mary Ann Jensen, Consultant       

  SWSS Policy       

              

         

                 

         

Subject:  Meeting on Companion Cases  

         
This is to confirm the agreements reached in July 6, 1999 meeting on Companion Cases. 
 
1. The button “change companion”  will be changed to read “join companion group”. 
2. The instructions on the companionation screen will be changed to read “Select from 

list of  active cases on left ….” 
3. When accepting/assigning a case with companions (from case listing), the question 

must be asked “Are you sure you want to reassign all of the children in this group?”   
If the answer is “yes”, proceed and reassign all.  If the answer is “no”, a message 
should appear stating “cancel this process and go to ‘Manage Companion Cases’ in 
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Utilities to redefine companion cases” with an “OK” button which will take the user 
to Main Menu (or Utilities?). 

4. The Program and Project Offices have established a Help Message Committee, which 
is reviewing all of the Help messages.  This group will develop extensive Help 
messages to assist the user with the entire companionation process. 

5. Project Office staff are requesting an indicator on Case Listing to denote whether or 
not companions are attached to a case.  Please add a column on Case Listing, which 
would prefill with “I” (no companion cases) and change to “C” (companion cases) 
when companion groups are established.  Heading for the column could be “CC”.  
(Help message would be ‘companion case indicator’.) 

 
Please let me know if this corresponds with your notes or if you need 

additional information. 
 
cc:  Sue London 
       Sue Doby 
       Phil Rock 
       Sue Tomes 
       Carol Kraklan 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Department of 
Human 
Services 

 

 

 

Memo 

      
      
     ,          
www.michigan.gov 
 
 
      
 

Tel:  517 373 2084 
Fax: 517 335-6177 

   

To: Daniel Klodt, Manager 
Services Area, DIT 

Date: 06/29/2005 

From: Mary Ann Jensen, Consultant 
SWSS FAJ Policy 
Children's Services 

Subject: Changes to Decompanionator Module Requirements for CWCMS 
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Based on the Saginaw Pilot and discussions with local office staff 
regarding issues of sharing CMS information between companionated 

and decompanionated cases, it is necessary to amend the user 
requirements for the Decompanionator Module.  The following 

requirements must be added: 
 
1. Add a new requirement::  DE-1.2.1.6  Case Load Number 
2. Add a new requirement::  DE-2.1  Only a user with supervisory status can 

decompanionate a sibling group.  Other users have view only capability. 
 
cc:  Mary Somma   
       Patty Whitlock  
       Vicki Weller 
 
 
 
 

11.3 Test Plans 

No test plans were created that dealt with this utility. 
There probably is an email, but I don’t have a copy of it either. 
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12 OUTSTANDING ISSUES 
12.1 The following items require a decision or some direction from Policy 

staff: 

1  
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13 ATTACHMENTS 
13.1  A: List of SWSS Module Prefixes 

MODULE PREFIXES TO BE USED FOR REQUIREMENTS 
 

MODULE TABLE 

CASE LISTING CL 

MAIN MENU MM 

CASE REGISTRATION CR 

CHILD INFO CI 

MEMBER INFO MI 

LEGAL LE 

FUNDING DETERMINATION FD 

PLACEMENT PL 

PAYMENT PA 

EDUCATION ED 

MEDICAID MA 

MEDICAL PASSPORT MP 

FIVE DAY PACKET FP 

COMMENTS CO 

CASE SUMMARY CS 

CASE CLOSING CC 

MARE MR 

ADOPTION ACTIVITY AA 

REPORT GENERATION RG 

TICKLERS TI 

PROVIDERS PR 

UTILITIES UT 

LOGIN LO 

SECURITY SC 

PRINT133A P1 

PRINT5S 5S 

ACTION SUMMARY AS 

CPA CASE REPORT CP 

PS XFER PX 

CONVERSION CV 

SOUNDEX SO 

COMMON CM 

RECONCILIATION JTL 

DECOMPANIONATOR DE 

 
 


